The Tree Crier and The Future Machine Project Outline – July 2024

When the Future Comes is a series of artist’s interventions each witnessed by a mysterious and mystical device – Future Machine – that travels to 5 unique places throughout the seasons in Oxfordshire, Nottingham, Cumbria, Somerset and London every year - until 2050 the year that scientists predict will be a watershed for more extreme climate and environmental change. Each place is a source of inspiration for an artist to make newly formed rituals or special occasions, that emerge as the Future Machine appears.
Future Machine is a witness. 
Future Machine gathers messages from people in each place who speak to the future, plays messages from the past and music that changes depending on the weather.

Cannington is a source of inspiration for the artist Caroline Locke to make newly formed rituals or special occasions. Caroline connects with the village where she grew up drawing on some of her past experiences. Her Father was Parish Councillor and very involved with the community throughout his lifetime. As a child Caroline was involved with the school, the church bell ringers, handbell ringers, fundraising activities and tree planting. Drawing from this connection, rituals are created and visit are made to the village each year.

Newly formed ritual 2024
The Tree Cries

Intentions:
· To encourage stewardship of nature.
· To play a beneficial role in developing greater awareness and stronger connections to natural environments.
· To help foster a sense of community.
· To connect with Past Present and Future.
· To observe changes over time.


Brief sent to the Cannington School teachers:

In the past, a town crier was a man whose job was to walk through the streets of a town shouting out news and official announcements. Town criers were particularly important when most of the population could not read and information needed to be shared. I am using this tradition as a way of sharing information in connection to climate change (making a noise about climate change). I have changed the name to a ‘Tree Crier’ and written ‘tree cries’ about the importance of looking after our natural environments, planting and looking after trees.

As part of the 'Tree Cryer' project I was in contact with a few members of the Town Crier Guild  who informed me that a traditional town 'cry' is between 100 to 125 words, starting with three Oyezs and ending with God save the Queen (King). It usually has rhyming but it is not mandatory. 

Please can each class prepare something with a similar structure to the following 'Tree Cry" which I wrote for the first Tree Crier in 2020:
Oyez Oyez Oyez 
Please join this cry for the tree, that you now hear from me. 
Remember stories young and old – tales that need to be told. 
A tree is a world within itself, A tree keeps our planet safe in health. 
Our future good means thinking in the round, adapting plans to what is in our ground. 
Plant for the future, invest in nature, every creature, every teacher. 
Celebrate the power of trees to inspire 
You heard it from me your Tree Charter Crier. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]People save the planet ! (Instead of God save the King!)

- please show the video I sent which will make things clearer – 
https://vimeo.com/803441730

When the Future Machine visits – one child from each class will perform the tree cry and we FM will record it so that it can be played back in the future in different locations.

Wednesday 10th July
Each class will engage again with the future machine. 
Here is the rough plan/script:

10 minutes:
Caroline: Hello I’m Caroline, this is Rachel and Future Machine and Yian who is going to observing what happens. Do you remember us from last year? We will be doing a few different things this year and will be also writing things down on this board...
Rachel: scribe
Caroline Q1: Can you remember what we did last year? 
Caroline Q2: Have you been looking after the trees?
Caroline Q3: How do we keep looking after the trees?
Caroline Q4: How do we pass messages on to other people/into the future?
Caroline: Who knows what a town crier is? What do teachers do to get your attention? We are taking this old way of sharing information into the future by creating our own version of a town crier – the tree crier (present costume)
Caroline: Get child into costume

10 minutes:
Rachel: Do you all remember meeting Future Machine last year?
Rachel Q5: Can you remember what Future Machine does?
Rachel: Future Machine can help us travel through time. From the past (can anyone describe what the past is?), the present (?) and the future (how can we describe what the future is and when it is?).  Future Machine comes to Cannington every year to meet with you, to witness how things are changing, does anyone know what a witness is? It is someone who takes time to watch, listen, speak, and learn about the things that happen around them.
Rachel and the Future Machine: So first of all the tree crier will speak to the future.  We need a group to take us to the future by all pulling the lever to the future. 
Only for the older groups: We need a group of 4 children to turn the dials, this will help you think about the future, the choices you make helps Future Machine write you a story to take back with you to the classroom so choose well. First choose a season. Then choose a place on the planet. The choose what mood you are in. Then choose what kind of future you would like to have.
Rachel and the tree criers: Now we are ready to for the tree crier to speak to the future. We need a group to turn the handle to wake Future Machine up and we need one child to stand in the front to collect the story Future Machine will give your class (it will pop out so be ready). The tree crier will need to be ready to press the button at the side and speak into the small trumpet.
When the tree crier has finished everyone needs to be really quiet until the big noise goes off, do you remember it? Like a big foghorn! That means Future Machine has the tree cry inside it. Take the story Future Machine to read together back in the classroom, it is a gift to remind you of Future Machine coming to Cannington this year and to help you think about the past, present and future before we come back next year!
Rachel and past messages: Now we are going to the past to listen to other people's messages for the future (that they left in the past). Future Machine also goes to 5 other places in England and some other schools to also witness how things are changing in these places. We can listen to what they had to say and maybe learn about what was happening around them too. We might even hear a message you left in Cannington last year – it is up to Future Machine to decide!

5 minutes:
Rachel and the present (if we have time): Finally before you return to the classroom I am going to turn the lever to the present so that we can spend a moment being witnesses in this place now. We need to be very quiet, look around us to see what is happening, look up at the sky, down to the ground and over at the trees, feel the weather, smell the air and listen.  
Rachel Q6: What did you notice, how did you feel, what did you hear? 
Rachel Q7: What is the weather like? Is it hot, cold, windy or rainy, does it feel just right or a bit unexpected?
Lets see what Future Machine thinks! Future Machine records the temperature, wind and rain on this pole and turns it into music, playing the sounds of the weather. If a group can turn the handle we wake Future Machine up we will play the music of the weather here now in Cannington as you return to the classroom, feel free to dance to the music as you walk back if the mood takes you! 
Caroline: Thank you for taking part and your tree cries...
Rachel: Now turn the handle and stop when you hear the music play...
All: Goodbye!

Children's roles:
- Lever for the future (4-5 children)
- Handle to wake up the future (4-5 children)
- 4 children for the dials
- Someone to collect the story
- the tree crier
- the lever for the past (4-5 children)
- the handle for the past (4-5 children)
- the handle for the present (4-5 children)

Questions for the board:
Caroline Q1: Can you remember what we did last year? 
Caroline Q2: Have you been looking after the trees?
Caroline Q3: How do we keep looking after the trees?
Caroline Q4: How do we pass messages on to other people/into the future?
Rachel Q5: Can you remember what Future Machine does?
Rachel Q6: What did you notice, how did you feel, what did you hear? 
Rachel Q7: What is the weather like? Is it hot, cold, windy or rainy, does it feel just right or a bit


The messages the future machine will give out will be as follows:


Thank you for being a witness to the past, present and future
of Cannington Primary School.

[Nature] and [Joy] in 2024
[news from the planet story]

Please keep this poem as a reminder
of what happened when you met Future Machine in the summer 2024.

Remember to look after the trees!



The news from the planet poems are:
global:
Our beautiful Earth
can rewrite the hot future.
Grow trees, trees will grow.

Arctic:
Sea ice is now sea
as the North Pole warms and melts
everything changes.

Local:
Cannington's new trees
after more rain than ever
welcome the summer.

Arctic:
Faster and faster
melts the ice in the South Pole.
Where will penguins play?

